This paper presents the history of sanitary-epidemiological services in the context of the health, economic and socio-political situation in Poland in the years 1944-2014, with a critical analysis of legal restraints, efficiency and achievements.
The WHO in documents "Health for All 2000", and the "Health for All in the 21 st century" points to the strategic directions of health care. Their aim is to intensify activities regarding the prevention of phase I focused on eliminating risk factors. This role is performed by Sanitary Inspection in public health in Poland. The Act on State Sanitary Inspection on the 14 March 1985 (consolidated text: 17 September 2015, Journal of Laws, 17 September 2015, pos. 1412), Art. 1. State Sanitary Inspection is appointed to carry out tasks in the field of public health, in particular by exercising supervision of the following conditions:
• environmental hygiene • occupational hygiene in the workplace • radiation hygiene • teaching and education • leisure and recreation • health of food, nutrition and household items, • hygiene and sanitation to be met by the medical personnel, equipment and the premises in which health care provided in order to protect human health from the adverse impact of environmental harm and nuisance, prevention of diseases, including infectious and occupational diseases.
The authors present the current legal state, structure of possible activities of sanitary-epidemiological service. They also depict the history of statutory activities of sanitary-epidemiological services in the context of the changing historical and political conditions after World War II, the health, economic and socio-political situation of Poland in the years 1944-2014, with a critical analysis of these activities.
State Sanitary Inspection is statutorily appointed central state institution of the combined type, for which the founding body is the Minister of Health. In each of the 16 provinces, a provincial sanitary-epidemiological station is established, to which district stations are substantially subjected. [2, 3, 6] . This period is known for its heroism as well and the enthusiasm of people combating epidemics. This resulted in unique scientific developments, as production was under way, in clandestine conditions, of a vaccine against typhus, which was distributed to concentration camps and ghettos (Rudolf Weigl, Henry Mosing and others), and the studies were conducted on hunger disease in the Warsaw Ghetto and war malnutrition of the population [1, 4, 8] .
The gradual liberation of the country resulted in the resumption of activities performed by sanitary supervision structures, the evacuation of Polish sanitary service workers from the eastern lands of the Republic, which were to be given to the Soviet Union in accordance with arrangements of Yalta, and the pioneering establishment of Polish Sanitary Inspection structures on the acquired Western and Northern Territories [2, 3] In 1947, sanitary-antiepidemic branches has been set up in Health Departments, and county doctors involved nurses and sanitary inspectors to carry out antiepidemic field works. All the then actions took place with considerable international aid, including the United States (J. D. Rockefeller Foundation, United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration (UNRRA), United Nations (UN)).
The period from 1949 To 1956.
The period of intensified Stalinization with political repression and an attempt to build a planned economy ("five-year plans") under "hot" (Korean War), and then the "cold war" between global ideological and economic blocs. These are also the years of significant improvement, the stabilization of the country's epidemiological situation, especially in regards to social infectious and parasitic diseases (tuberculosis, venereal disease, diphtheria, dysentery, typhoid fever, clothing lice, geohelminths The period from 1971 To 1980.
The years of Edward Gierek saw attempts to restructure and modernize Poland, also in healthcare. In 1972, free health care system included also farmers, in the same year also a network of healthcare centres were established. The last years of this decade saw the economic collapse of reforms, culminating in the great social movements and the emergence of "Solidarity". Also, at the end of this period, the World Health Assembly on Aug. 5, 1980 solemnly announced to the world the eradication of smallpox, the first completely eradicated infectious disease in world history. The contribution of Poles in this work was outstanding and the prof Jan K. Kostrzewski -almost entirely decisive [9] . The introduction of vertical, highly effective structure of the State Sanitary Inspection, while at the same time preserving many existing and proven during the occupation sanitary supervision elements, was a testament to the wisdom of those luminaries of public health. In 1964, professors Jan Karol Kostrzewski and Kazimierz Lachowicz postulated the need to extend the epidemiological studies concerning noninfectious diseases [5] . Principles of supervision over food and objects to be used were modernized and adapted to the current market and consumers needs in 1970 by replacing the historic (though substantively outstanding as at the time of its creation) Regulation 
ConClusions
1. Polish Sanitary Services, established in 1919, as a state service, have preserved for more than 95 years the continuity of its essential objectives and structures, which enable their implementation in the field of public health protection in Poland. They are effective and efficiently regardless of the changing situation: epidemiological, economic, social and political, which confirms the need for the existence of these services.
2.
Coping with the civilization and epidemiological threats of recent years (bioterrorism, great migrations, emerging and re-emerging diseases, antibiotic resistance, the fight against drugs and designer drugs)requires:
• the return to central subordination and financing of Inspection, with current organizational structure (by failing to transfer supervision over food to 
